PROGRESSIVESTRATEGIES = tdeas to help yeu make money

and save momey siw,

Pastures benefit not only with higher viekds, bt also better quality lerage.
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Sulfur’s Big Boost

Applying sulfur to pasture may boost net
returns by $20 to $30 per acre.

aced with short hay supples,
Frnim}' b |'II'I.II.|IJI:LT.'\.- will |J-|.'|:'||.'|:||J
on eol-season pastare o take thedr
hierds through winter
That’s what Ronmie Gingis banks on
every wear ab his spread vear Plain
Deealing, La. But e kas found that ni-
irogen alone does not deliver good for-
ape priaxfuction
It his ares, both warm- and cool-
asagon pastures respond to sulfur and
magnesium ferilizer. He has usesd nm-
menium sulfate and Sl -Fo=Mag o
musintiin the needed balasce.
Research af the Southwest Research
and Extension Center in nearby Hops,
Ak, showed thal sulfur wies cntscal o
winler annuals seeded into besmuda-
erazs and bohiagrass pasiures. These
LTNSEES PEIMHIVE I fot of =ulfur from the
wif | dduring summer production, says
station director Mike Phillips. “That
primes our 503ks b need oo e sulfur,"
He aclvizes pn'rdLu.'l’.‘rr: it liis &red with

Coagial Plains soils to apply 20 to 25
pounds of sulfur with 50 to 60 peomds
of nitropen six weeks after seeding 2
winder prmual grass, A second applica-
tony of sulfur and pitrogen should be
neade in late Febroary or early Manch
"For hay produection, we typically
see a 1 to 0% yield increase with
aclded sulfur in responsive soils,” says
Phillips, “That easily pencils oat o o
S20-to 5_"-I'I-|'||;.'rq1|::~:" ncresse in nel re-
tiarm, Inoieowdcal loperation or with
stockers, that would
increase the carrving
capacity of the lund o
about that sarme kevel .
Part of the advan-
tnge of npplying sulfur
15 thai forage ywelds
are higher. And often
thie quality of the for-
BN IMIPTOYE S,
“Animal responses
have oeourred even

o4,

when goil testing indicated no salifur
deficiency,” savs Vivien Allen of Texas
Tech University. She Grst saw tee trend
wiile conductimg rezearch with calves
graciing sulfur-fertilized fescue at Vir-
ginia Tech, The stdy of calf weaning
weights translated inie 4 35- o S10-
per-ce increase in value as a result of
adided qulfin

Allen notes thut when animals are
fed sulfur-fertilized forage, their bod-
ies use crude probein mope efficicntly.
Legs nitrogen is exceeted. and more is
retained in the body.

Similar resulis have shown up in the
Sopthenst, Jack Recheigl of the Uni-
vargily of Flonda says sulfur boosted
the protein content of annual ryegrss
by 1 1o 2 percendage points, digestibil-
ity by 3 b points, and stocking rates
by 308,

“We see dramatic increasss in pro-
tein und digestibility 30 dayvs after sul-
fur apphications,” &yvs Recheigl. “The
benefits tend 1o disappear after the firsi
haryest, alihough we still see increases
in subseguant crop vield.™

Sccorhing to Ray Lamond, Bxilen-
sion agropamist with Kansas State Uni-
versity, the actual retum firom sulfur
application varies with hoy proces. Hul
with a G- 1o TO0-pound lorage in-
crease and a selling price of 550 per
ton, applying 20 pounds of sulfur per
pere brings a return of $1 1,70 per acre.

Diemald Messick, an agromoemist with
Fhie Sulphur [nstitode in W ashington,
D.C., notes that farmers should con-
sider the type of sulfur used. “For a
tirsi-inime :|ppli;::|li-:||:|._ '\.||||'||1:|I!|.' auilfiar ig
the mware readily available form.” savs
Messick. “Elemental sulfur can be a
good choice if il s going to be applied
amenaial v, ™

By EARL MANNINC

Profitable Results

Here is & sampling of whot researchers are finding;

# Yicld increnses i L T4 WG on Coastal Plains soils.
o Pastiere wvalue iceeased by 55 to 810 per acre becanse of
better weaning weights,
# Prodein conbanl in ryegniss impeoves By 1o 2 pescentane
poins, digesubility by 3 to 4 points, and stocking mies by
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